This study investigated the relationship between farmers' socio-economic characteristics (independent variables) and information utilization (dependent variable). The study was conducted at Tiruvanamalai district of Tamil Nadu. 
INTRODUCTION
Farmers are basically information hungry. They are always found to be in search of new information from whatever the information sources are available to them. Farmers would like to make individual decisions for a change in farming and to do this, they need farm information. Farmers may get information about new technology from various institutional and non institutional sources such as neighbors, friends, relatives, input-sellers (seeds, fertilizers and plant protection material sellers), exhibitions, radio, television, printed materials and others.
In the absence of institutional sources, these non-institutional sources assume to play significant role in dissemination of farm technology. Hence, it is important to study the farmer's information source utilization behavior to know the different types of source of information for further strengthening of the extension system. With this background the present investigation was planned with specific objectives;
• Describe the socio-economic characteristics of the farmers • Ascertain the relationship between the socio-economic characteristics of farmer and information utilization behavior of farmers.
Original Article

METHODOLOGY
The study was conducted in five villages (Melsholakuppam, Veeralur, Navapalayam, Patiandal and Kandhapalaym) of the Polur block in Tiruvanamalai district of Tamil Nadu, India. The sample villages were selected using the purposive random sampling method. The respondents were selected by adopting the purposive random sampling technique. A sample of 75 respondents from five villages of Polur block was selected for this study. The data were collected using a well structured and pre-tested interview schedule. The data were analyzed by using appropriate statistical tools.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Description of the socio-economic characteristics of the farmers Table 1 represents the results of personal and socio-economic characteristics of the respondents.
Age: Nearly half of the respondents (40.00%) belonged to middle age category, followed by (30.66%) old and young (29.34%) age categories.
Educational Status: A little less than fifty per cent (45.33%) of the farmers were primary educated followed by illiterate (20.00%). The respondents under high school were found to be (18.66%) followed by middle school (10.66%) and only (2.66%) of the respondents have educated up to higher secondary and collegiate level. Perceived Effectiveness of the Training Programme: More than half (57.34%) of the project farmers had medium level of perceived effectiveness of trainings followed by high (28.00%) and low (14.66%) levels. Table 2 , indicated that the maximum used source was non-institutional sources followed by media and institutional sources. The category wise distribution of farmers according to information source utilized by them reveals that the neighbors and input dealers was the most preferred source for getting first hand information about crop technologies. Progressive farmers ranks II followed by television which was ranked III. This was followed by radio and newspaper. It means that the project farmers had used the non -institutional source and media as an important source when compared to the institutional source.
Institutional
The institutional sources, which transferred the technology in the area, were village extension workers, Assistant
Agricultural Officer / District Agricultural Officer, Agricultural Officer, Assistant Directorate of Agriculture, Bank officials, KrishiVigyan Kendra scientists and the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University scientists were the different institutional sources considered for the study.
From the Table 2 it could be seen that among the institutional sources Assistant Agricultural Officers are contacted much because farmers have to visit the respective offices for gathering information. This finding is in confirmation with the findings of Chikkarangaiah (1993) who reported that most of the respondents had formal information source utilization behavior.
Non -Institutional
The non-institutional sources which transferred the technology were also studied. Farm leaders, SHG members, progressive farmers, friends and relatives, input dealers and neighbors were the important non-institutional sources contacted by the respondents to get information.
It is apparent from the Table 2 
Media
Posters, exhibitions, extension literature, wall paintings, radio, newspaper, journals, and library were the different media sources selected for the study. Among these, television, radio and newspaper were the most widely used media sources. This was because almost all the farm houses have television and radio. This finding further corroborates the reports of Yazidu (1973) , Voh (1981) and Ajia (1992) which stressed the importance of radio as a source of agricultural information. This study also get the support from the findings of Senthilkumar (2003) who reported that friends and relatives, input dealers, newspapers and T. V channels were the important information sources for farm activities. This might be due to that educational status and extension agency contact alone sufficient for getting relevant information for any day-to-day activities. Hence, educational status and extension agency contact had significant relationship with the dependent variable.
Consequently, this study upholds that the educational status of farmers have a positive and significant relationship with utilization of extension information. This position is therefore in support of earlier works as reported by Ajia (1992) .
The multiple regression analysis was performed to find out the relative contribution of each variable towards the information source utilization behavior of the respondents.
It is observed from the Table 3 that R 2 value is 0.520, which revealed that 52.00 per cent of variation in the information source utilization behavior. As evident from the regression co-efficient of the variable, educational status (X 2 )
were found to be positively significant at one per cent level of significance.
This indicated that one unit increase in educational status (X2) would increase respondents' information source utilization by 2.633 units respectively. Farmers with higher level of educational status might have resulted in increased information source utilization.
The prediction equation fitted as follows
It would be concluded that there existed a significant contribution of educational status towards information source utilization.
CONCLUSIONS
The present study revealed that most of the respondents belonged to young aged, were literate, had farming as their sole occupation, high level of farming experience, medium farm power status, possessed small to marginal farm holdings, high level of social participation, medium to high level of extension agency contact. Other characteristics such as annual income, participation in extension methods, innovativeness and awareness about training were found to be in medium level. More than half (57.34%) of the respondents had high level of perceived effectiveness of trainings followed by medium and low levels. This study has established that a positive relationship exists between socio-economic characteristics of farmers and information utilization behavior of the farmers. It has also been established, through this study, that farmers' educational status and extension agency contact significantly correlated the information utilization behavior of the farmers.
